
YEMEN

Since violence broke out in late March 2015, conditions in Yemen - already one of the

poorest countries in the Middle East – have continued to deteriorate. The fighting—and the

blockade of major ports—have accelerated the country’s economic collapse and

exacerbated inflation, unemployment, poverty, and a shortage of essential goods and

services. As the Holy Father stressed, the country is “experiencing one of the most serious

humanitarian crises of recent history”, with an estimated 80 percent of the

population—nearly 24 million people—needing humanitarian assistance.

Internally displaced Yemenis are most at risk of food insecurity, with some 2.6

million of the 4 million people currently facing life-threatening food shortages – 79% of

them are women and children. Studies show that displaced families are four times more at

risk of falling into famine than the rest of the Yemeni population. Millions of households

struggle to put food on the table, which has led to widespread malnutrition. 16.2 million

Yemenis suffer from hunger, including 5 million people on the brink of famine. Water

scarcity is another major concern, with nearly 18 million people in urgent need of water,

sanitation, and hygiene assistance. Almost 20 million people lack access to adequate health

care. The country has witnessed the world’s largest cholera outbreak in recent years and

has had a COVID-19 death-rate of nearly 20 percent.

Yemen hosts 137,000 refugees and asylum seekers from Somalia and Ethiopia,

making it the world’s second largest host of Somali refugees.



For further information:

Institutional Websites and NGOs

UN Refugees: Yemen Humanitarian Crisis
https://www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/yemen/

IOM: Yemen: Millions of Displaced Persons and Migrants Desperate for Aid Amid Funding
Shortfalls
https://www.iom.int/news/yemen-millions-displaced-persons-and-migrants-desperate-ai
d-amid-funding-shortfalls, September 2021

OCHA - About Ocha Yemen https://www.unocha.org/yemen/about-ocha-yemen

UNHCR : Yemen Global Focus, 2022 https://reporting.unhcr.org/yemen

UNHCR : Yemen Emergency https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/yemen-emergency.html

UNHCR: Yemen Humanitarian Crisis https://www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/yemen/

UNICEF: Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
https://www.unicef.org/yemen/water-sanitation-and-hygiene

Migrants and Refugees Section: Country Profile Yemen, 2021
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/yemen/

WHO in Yemen
http://www.emro.who.int/yemen/news/essential-health-services-project-supported-by-t
he-king-salman-humanitarian-aid-and-relief-centre-is-a-lifeline-for-millions-across-yemen.
html

WHO Covid-19
https://covid19.who.int/region/emro/country/ye

Vatican.va, Pope Francis Angelus 3 February 2019
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2019/documents/papa-francesc
o_angelus_20190203.html

Vatican.va, Pope Francis Angelus 1st January 2021
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2021/documents/papa-francesc
o_angelus_20210101.html
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Vatican.va, Address of His Holiness Pope Francis to the Members of the Diplomatic Corps
Accredited To The Holy See For The Traditional Exchange Of New Year Greetings
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2020/january/documents/pap
a-francesco_20200109_corpo-diplomatico.html

Online Newspapers and Periodicals:

Yemen: Bishop Hinder denounces indifference to catastrophic scenario, February 2022
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2022-01/apostolic-vicar-yemen-hinder-interview-
war-humanitarian-tragedy.html

EU Observer: Yemen's refugees in 'appalling conditions', says UN agency, September 2021
https://euobserver.com/world/153013

UNHCR Kharaz Refugee Camp, Yemen - Fact Sheet September 2021:
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/unhcr-kharaz-refugee-camp-yemen-fact-sheet-september-202
1-enar

Danish Refugee Council: The Yemen Crisis, 2021
https://drc.ngo/it-matters/feature-stories/2021/10/the-yemen-crisis/

Vatican News, Yemen: Bishop Hinder denounces indifference to catastrophic scenario
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2022-01/apostolic-vicar-yemen-hinder-interview-
war-humanitarian-tragedy.html

Vatican News, UN: Yemen facing acute hunger at unprecedented levels
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/world/news/2022-03/un-yemen-facing-acute-hunger-a
t-unprecedented-levels.html
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